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Amendments to the Claims 




This listing of claims will replace all prior listings of 
claims in the application. 

Listing of Claims 

Clal^ms 1-6 (Cancelled) . 

7. (Currently Amended) A contour emphasizing circuit_^ 
comprising: according to Claim 5, 

a\ contour pick-up unit for sampling a contour component 
from an\ input video signal; 

a Aevel judging unit comprising a decoder for dividing 

the luminance level into nQnumber of levels by discriminating 
the luminance level of the input video signal on the basis of 
m-bit datat of upper luminance levels, with n being equal to 

coefficient control unit for selectively changing a 

coef f icient \among n number of coefficients based on a judging 

signal from said level judging unit so th at a high-value 
\ 

coefficient j\s selected for a high luminance level and a low- 
value coefficVent is selected for a low luminance level, with 
the coefficient multiplied by the contour component sampled by 
means of said contour pick-up unit; and 

an adder 5or adding the contour component output from the 

coefficient con\trol unit to the input video signal for 
outputting a coqitour- emphasized video signal, 

wherein tha level judging unit compriaca a decoder for 

discriminating tnc luminance level of an input video signal on 
the baoia of m bit data of upper luminance levels to divide 
the luminance level into n number — (n = 2 m 1) — of luminance 
lovclo, — who o c ma^di mum coefficient v alues range from 1 or less, 
1/2 or mor^,--^^^^r/;^J^ 1/4 or more, 1/4 or less, 1/8 or 

more, . . to 0 olr more-; — to interpret whether the luminance 
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Icv^pl of an input video aignal oorrcopondo to which of the n 
nurru^pr of luminance levelo . 



0^ 



(Currently Amended) A ^The contour emphasizing 
circuit according to Claim 7, wherein fefee— said decoder of said 
level judging unit comprioco the decoder for interpreting 
rorrelates the luminance level of the input video 
signal Garrcopondo to which one of four luminance levels, and 
the coefficient control unit comprises four multipliers for 
multiplying the contour components sampled by uoing thc said 
contour picK:-up unit by any of the coefficients 1/8, 1/4, 1/2 
and 1 for oAtputting the product thereof, four AND gates 
respectively\ connected to the an output aides side of the four 
multipliers flor using the signal interpreted by said decoder 
as a gate control signal, and an the OR gate connected to the 
output sides qf the four AND gates. 



9. (Currently Amended) A -The contour emphasizing 
circuit accordihg to Claim— & 7, wherein the said contour pick- 
up unit comprises a horizontal contour component pick-up unit 
for sampling the\ contour component in a horizontal direction 
from the input video signal . 

Claims 10-11 (Cancelled) . 



12. (Currently Amended) A contour emphasizing circuit_^ 
comprising : 

a contour pict-up unit for sampling a cont o ur component 

from an input lumiAance signal; 

a decoder for Idetermining a luminance level of the input 

luminance signal frpm among n number of luminance levels 
predetermined from tipper bits of the input luminance signal; 

a coefficient d:ontrol unit comprising multipliers and 

gates for selectively changing n number of coefficients 
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according to a decoded signal generated by said decoder and 
utilized as a gate control signal, such that a high-value 
contour emphasizing coefficient is selected for a high 
luminance level and a low- value contour emphasizing 
coefficient is selected for a low luminance level, thereby 
producing a contour component output by multiplying said 
selected contour emphasizing coefficient with the contour 



component sampled by said contour pick-up unit; and 

an ^dder for adding the contour component output from the 

coefficient control unit to the input luminance signal for 
outputtinq a contour-emphasized luminance signal, 

Qccordingl to Claim 11, — ^_wherein the decoder interpret o 
whether thd luminance level of an input video oignal 
Gorrcoponddi to which of four luminance Icvcla, — and the 
coefficient! control unit comprises four n number of 
multipliers \f or multiplying the sampled contour components 
oamplcd by uping the contour piclc up unit by any one of n 
number of coefficients having a value in the range of 1/2"^"^, 
l/2^'^ l/2^-\\/^to 1/2^-^, 1/S, 1/1, 1/2 and 1 for outputtinQ 
the product thereof, — four along with n number of AND gates 
respectively Connected to the output sides of the four n 
number of multlipliers for using the signal interpreted by said 
decoder as thd gate control signal, the along with an OR gate 
connected to tlhe output sides of the four n num ber of AND 
gates . 

Claims 13-14 (Cancelled) 



15. (Curriently Amended) A ^The contour emphasizing 
circuit according to Claim 12, wherein the said contour pick- 
up unit comprises a horizontal contour component pick-up unit 
for sampling thd contour component in a horizontal direction 
from the input Juminance signal . 



